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Teresa Perales, Paralympian Champion, To 
Headline IAVE World Conference 
We are very pleased to announce that Teresa Perales, winner of 22 Paralympic 
swimming medals whole representing her native Spain, will be a major speaker 
at the World Volunteer Conference in Mexico City, November 7-10. 

Competing in the 2000, 2004, 2008 and 2012 Summer Paralympics, she is the 
most decorated Spanish Paralympian in history.  In 1995, at age nineteen, she 
was diagnosed with neuropathy and lost the use of her legs within three 
months. She began swimming that same year and a year later began 
competing. She earned at least one medal in every Paralympics, European 
Championship, and World Championship in which she competed. 

Following the 2000 Games, she earned her Diploma in Physiotherapy and began a diversified career as politician, 
teacher, author, entrepreneur and motivational speaker. 

She has been an active supporter of causes such as Médecins Sans Frontières, Fundación Carlos Sanz and 
Fundación Vicente Ferrer and is an activist in the effort to secure rights for people with disabilities. 

Learn more about Teresa and plan to join her and your colleague volunteer leaders from throughout the world at 
this year’s conference. 

 The 2016 World Volunteer Conference is IAVE’s 24th and also will be the 20th Annual Meeting of Cemefi, our 
partner and host. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teresa_Perales
http://www.cemefi.org/iave2016/


The volunteering movement in South Korea for the 
past 20 years has been growing and it is paramount 
to revitalize and develop the approach towards 
Korean volunteerism. Above all, it is necessary to 
encourage the Korean civil society to be more aware 
of the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals. In order to effectively advocate and spread 
awareness of this global campaign in South Korea, 
the South Korean government and national civil 
societies have come together to take a more 
proactive action through the “Three years of Korean 
Volunteering” Campaign.  

The inaugural meeting for the campaign was 
launched in Seoul, on March 30, 2016. During the 
meeting, more than 100 experts in various fields 
within volunteering endorsed this campaign.  

 

Forum on Corporate 
Volunteering 
Response to the 
Refugee Challenge 

IAVE will be hosting the Forum on Corporate Volunteering 
Response to the Refugee Challenge on May 19th, 2016 in 
Berlin, Germany. The purpose of the Forum is to understand 
the refugee crisis in Europe, learn how the private sector is 
currently responding through their employee volunteer 
programs, and discuss what companies could do individually or 
collaboratively to respond to the situation. The goal is to 
inspire new approaches, initiatives, partnerships and action on 
the refugee crisis.  

Best practice companies such as Siemens, Telefonica, Ritz 
Carlton, UPS, IBM and Google will share their stories of 
employee volunteering to help refugees, the challenge they 
have faced, and how they have responded. Participants 
representing companies from throughout Europe, Canada, and 
the US will discuss their engagement and how they can work 
collaboratively to tackle this challenge.  

The Forum is open to corporate representatives who are 
managing employee volunteer programs or contemplating a 
program for their company. Representatives from NGOs and 
humanitarian organizations that partner with or intend to 
partner with corporations to address the refugee challenge are 
also invited. 

This one day Forum is sponsored by UPS. Forum partners 
include AmCham Germany, BBE, bagfa, CCCD, CEV, EVEN and 
WIE.  

To learn more about the event and to register, please click 
here.   

Three Years of Korean 
Volunteering 
By Eunkoo Lee, Volunteering Korea, 
IAVE National Representative, South 
Korea 

https://www.iave.org/iaveforum2016/
https://www.iave.org/iaveforum2016/


IVD Fiesta in the 
Philippines 
By Ma. Dolores Santiago, IAVE 
Philippines, IAVE National Representative, 
Philippines 

In recognition of volunteers as a valuable force in the 
Philippines, IAVE Philippines spearheaded the fiesta-
themed celebration of 2015 International Volunteer Day. 
Six hundred (600) volunteers went to Quezon Memorial 
Circle in the early misty morning of December 5, 2015, to 
join the celebration. The Quezon City government was 

Corporate Citizenship in Support of 
Refugees in Germany 
By Wolfgang Krell, IAVE National Representative, Germany 

In addition to the willingness shown by many 
German citizens to take action on behalf of refugees, 
numerous corporations and companies throughout 
Germany are also showing their commitment to 
taking action. These companies are engaged on all 
levels, and in the case of larger corporations aid 
initiatives for asylum seekers are taking place at their 
branches all over the country. 

There are companies that support the dedication of 
their employees by allowing them leave to help 
those in need. Others show support by donating 
money or establishing project budgets. Some 
companies encourage their staff to forgo seasonal 
celebrations that are normally sponsored by the 
company, so that the money can be donated to 
refugee funds. In other cases, employees who 
volunteer their time are being given additional paid 
leave as compensation. 

Small and mid-sized companies are actively engaged 
on a local level to help take responsibility of refugee 
homes. Many employees are personally involved 
with those who are new to their neighbourhood. 
Others organise collection drives for clothing, and 
host language lessons and leisure activities for 
families and children. They also promote language 

learning and reading among refugee children. Some 
companies donate large quantities of their products for 
use by the refugees, such as detergent and other 
household supplies.  

Businesses also recognise their responsibility as potential 
employers. They find ways to introduce refugees to the 
world of work in industry, craft, trade and service.  They 
create additional opportunities for apprenticeships and 
internships. Many refugees are highly interested and 
motivated to quickly find work. Above all, they recognise 
that learning German is the first step towards successful 
integration.  

Certain sectors of the community have noticeable 
reservations regarding refugees and their resistance is 
evident. Companies have a role to play in withstanding 
and opposing this resistance. Recently a national 
network for the integration of refugees was launched. 
Following the motto, ‘we together’ (www.wir-
zusammen.de), German companies have united to 
publicly promote tolerance and positive action through 
the press and the Internet. This forum acts as inspiration 
and a useful source of concrete examples for members 
of the corporate network. 

http://www.wir-zusammen.de/
http://www.wir-zusammen.de/


the gracious host of the IVD Fiesta, giving solid action on 
national laws and local ordinances on volunteerism and 
citizenship under the Bayanihang Bayan Program.  

That morning was a special one, as people came in 
response to the invitation for volunteers - for heroes.  
Philippine Sports and Manila Waters officials and staff 
began the celebration with Zumba and yoga, games and 
raffles. A holy Mass was officiated by Philippine Women’s 
University Chaplain, Fr. Macias Wency Serafica.  In his 
homily, he underscored the importance of volunteerism 
in every society, associating it with charity, and 
dissociating it from corruption and consent to evil 
especially in this Jubilee Year of Mercy.  In the simple 
program that followed, guests from different participating 
organizations expressed messages of solidarity with 
volunteers and calls for action to strengthen volunteerism 
everywhere.  

Guests included CRO OIC Esteban Eugenio Sangat and 
Vladimir Estocado representing Quezon City Mayor 
Herbert Bautista;  Joselito de Vera from the Philippine 
National Volunteer Service Coordinating Agency 
(PNVSCA); NVM Honorary Chair; Sr. Eva Fidela Maamo 
SPC M; IAVE Philippines Pres. Ma. Dolores Santiago; 
Treasurer Harriet Escarcha; Advisors Virginia Davide and 
Marissu Bugante, who read the IVD message from IAVE’s 
World President, Kylee Bates. 

An exhibit on the Millennium Development Goals was 
opened with a ribbon cutting ceremony. A drum and lyre 
band led the grand Volunteers Walk/Parade around the 
Monument/plaza.  What followed was a simple luncheon 
curtesy of the Quezon City government. The rest of the 
day was spent on leisurely visits to various attractions in 
the 20-hectare Quezon Memorial Park. Participants went 
home with plants from the Joy of Urban farming, 
souvenirs from the futuristic museums, and MDG exhibit 
prizes from PNVSCA, Social Security System (SSS), Girl 
Scouts of the Philippines (GSP), Dela Salle Zobel (DLSZ), 
and the colorful EDSA mobile interactive exhibits.  

The celebration of 2015 International Volunteers Day was 
indeed a feast – a typical Filipino fiesta and surely an 
event to remember, especially for volunteers who seek no 
material gains, but selflessly serve this dearly beloved 
nation. 



IAVE Taiwan’s 2015 

Annual Report 
By IAVE Taiwan, IAVE National Representative, 
Taiwan 

Goal 16 Advocacy Toolkit 
By Jon Romano, Coordinator, TAP Network, USA 

[The Transparency, Accountability & Participation (TAP) Network is a broad network of Civil Society Organizations 
that works to ensure that open, inclusive, accountable and effective governance is at the heart of Post-2015 
sustainable development agenda, and that civil society organizations are recognized and mobilized as indispensable 
partners in the design, implementation of and accountability for sustainable development policies, at all levels. This 
toolkit has been developed by the network to serve as a guide for stakeholders for national-level advocacy around 
Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies, which is Goal 16 of the SDGs.] 

The 2030 Agenda reaffirms the wealth of evidence that “there can be no sustainable development without peace 
and no peace without sustainable development.” Explicit institutional acceptance of the importance of good 
governance and peace for the achievement of sustainable development – through the adoption of Goal 16 and 
references throughout the 2030 Agenda outcome document – was an enormous breakthrough in the 2030 Agenda. 
Accordingly, peace is specifically identified as one of the five pillars on which the 2030 Agenda is grounded, in 
recognition of the critical need for governments to ensure that their citizens can live safe, secure and dignified 
lives. A commitment to human rights, justice, accountability and transparency – all of which are recognized as 
prerequisites to ensuring an enabling an environment in which people are able to live freely, securely and 
prosperously – is evident throughout Goal 16 and the 2030 Agenda. 

Recognizing the critical importance of Goal 16 of the 2030 Agenda on peaceful, just and inclusive societies and 
accountable institutions, this Goal 16 Advocacy Toolkit from the Transparency, Accountability & Participation (TAP) 
Network provides national-level civil society stakeholders with guidance on how to engage with their governments 
and other local, regional or international stakeholders to support the planning, implementation, follow-up and 
accountability of Goal 16.  

  

IAVE Taiwan, an IAVE National Representative, has released 
their Annual Report for 2015. This online report outlines the 
organization’s accomplishment within the past year. It 
specifically highlights The Big Tent: Corporate Volunteering in 
the Global Age, written by Kenn Allen, IAVE’s Program 
Director and President of Civil Society Consulting Group. IAVE 
Taiwan helped translate this publication to Chinese and held 
seminars to introduce the book both to Taipei and Taichung 
last year, stimulating the promotion of corporate 
volunteering in Chinese societies.  

To read the full report, click here.  

http://bit.ly/TAPGoal16Toolkit
http://www.tapnetwork2030.org/
http://www.tapnetwork2030.org/
http://www.iavetaiwan.org/ebook/iave2015.html


 

 

 

Upcoming IAVE Webinar 

Diálogos sobre los ODS: Dónde entran los voluntarios? (Dialogues on the SDGs: What is 

the role of volunteers?) – in Spanish 

Thursday, April 14th, 2016, 11:00 AM EDT 

IAVE and the UN SDG Action Campaign present the webinar series on Dialogues on the SDGs. The series will 

feature 12 virtual meetings (6 in Spanish and 6 in English) to facilitate the discussion about concepts and 

practices in relation to the SDGs amongst volunteers, businesses with corporate volunteer programs and 

volunteer-involving social organizations. The first of the 12 webinars will be held in Spanish this Thursday at 

11:00AM EDT.  

 

To join us for the webinar, REGISTER HERE. 

The Goal 16 Advocacy Toolkit includes guidance, tools and tips on: 

 Contextualizing Goal 16 

 Engaging with Goal 16 at the national level 

o Preparing a Goal 16 "Gap Analysis" 

o Undertaking a Stakeholder Mapping and Analysis 

o Developing an Advocacy Plan for Goal 16 

o Crafting compelling advocacy messages around Goal 16 

 Working with national governments to support planning and implementation of Goal 16 

 Supporting national follow-up and monitoring for Goal 16 

 Working with international processes and various other stakeholders 

 Case studies for successful advocacy by civil society organizations on Goal 16 issues 

In addition to providing this toolkit for national-level civil society stakeholders, the TAP Network will also host a 
series of webinars and workshops to support capacity building for national-level advocacy for Goal 16. For more 
information on the TAP Network Goal 16 Advocacy Toolkit and forthcoming Goal 16 advocacy workshops, visit 
www.tapnetwork2030.org/goal-16-advocacy-toolkit/. 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7879777997397386243
http://www.tapnetwork2030.org/goal-16-advocacy-toolkit/
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